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TAGS: MARR, EG 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF USS JOHN F KENNEDY 

REF: ALEXANDRIA 0340 

1 . ALEXANDRIA PORT VISIT CONCLUDED TODAY (REFTEL) WAS OUTSTANDING 
SUCCESS IN A NUMBER OF WAYS, ALL CONTRIBUTING POSITIVELY TO 
EGYPTIAN/AMERICAN RELATIONS AND TO US INTERESTS. 

2. ONE MAJOR FACTOR WAS SHEER SIZE - A VERY GLAMOROUS SHIP AND 
A VERY NUMEROUS CREW, JFK'S 5,000 BEING OVER FOUR TIMES THE SIZE 

OF ANY PREVIOUS VISITORS. THIS HAD ALL CONCERNED "RUNNING SCARED ", 
SO PLANNING WAS PROBABLY MORE DETAILED AND FINER TUNED. 

3. BECAUSE SO MUCH MORE HAD TO BE DONE, MANY MORE PEOPLE ON BOTH 
THE EGYPTIAN AND THE AMERICAN SIDE FOUND THEMSELVES PERSONALLY 
INVOLVED. 
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4. ON THE EGYPTIAN SIDE THERE WAS ALSO A NEW SPIRIT. THIS MAY 
ONLY REFLECT CURRENT REALITIES OF EGYPTIAN DIFFICULTIES WITH THE 
USSR AND LIBYA BUT SEEMED TO GO BEYOND THAT TO A SINCERE EXPRESSION 
OF EVER-INCREASING PRO- AMERICANISM AMONG LOCAL EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS 
(THE MAN IN THE STREET HAS SEEMED QUITE PRO-AMERICAN FROM THE 
BEGINNING OF THE NEW US-EGYPT RELATIONSHIP). 
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5. EXAMPLE OF THIS WAS THE AMAZING TURNOUT OF HIGH RANKING MILITARY 
AND GOE OFFICIALS FOR THE CONSUL GENERAL'S RECEPTION MAY 2, 

INCLUDING A NUMBER WHO ASKED TO BE ADDED TO OUR GUEST LIST. 

ANOTHER WAS AT ADMIRAL REFAAT'S RECEPTION MAY 5, WHEN FOR THE 
FIRST TIME THE ARE NAVY INCLUDED WIVES. AT BOTH THESE MAJOR 
FUNCTIONS AS WELL AS AT TWO FORMAL SHIPBOARD FUNCTIONS, THE 
RELAXED FRIENDLINESS ON BOTH SIDES INDICATED GOOD ATMOSPHERICS, 

"GOOD VIBES". 

6. IN PREVIOUS SHIP VISITS WE HAVE USUALLY LIMITED VISITORS 
ABOARD TO ARE NAVY, A FEW GOE OFFICIALS, NATO CONSULAR CORPS, 
AMERICAN SCHOOL STUDENTS AND OCCASIONALLY THE PRESS. THIS WAS ALL 
SMALLER SHIPS COULD HANDLE. JFK, HOWEVER, HAD THE CAPACITY TO 
HANDLE MANY MORE AND MANAGED TO RECEIVED ALMOST ANYONE WHO HAD 
SOME VALID EXCUSE (RETIRED ARE NAVY, SHIPPING TRADE, MEMBERS OF 

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN GENERAL) INCLUDING A GROUP VISIT FOR 100 
SEA SCOUTS WHO NUMBERED ALMOST 200 BY THE TIME THE BOATS WERE FILLED. 
THIS "OPENNESS" RECEIVED VERY FAVORABLE COMMENT. 

7. SPECIAL MENTION SHOULD BE MADE (AND MANY EGYPTIANS AND OTHERS 
WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY TO PRAISE THIS) OF THE EXEMPLARY 
BEHAVIOR OF THE MEN ON LEAVE. THIS NUMBERED ABOUT 1200 TO 1600 
ASHORE IN ALEXANDRIA EACH DAY AND ON THREE DAYS OVER 1000 MORE ON 
DAY TRIPS TO CAIRO. THERE WERE NO RPT NO MAJOR INCIDENTS AND VERY 
FEW, MOSTLY AMUSING, MINOR ONES. THIS CAN BE CREDITED TO 
EXCELLENT PRE-ARRIVAL BRIEFING, VERY PROFESSIONAL SHORE PATROL WORK, 
BUT ABOVE ALL TO THE QUALITY AND SELF-DISCIPLINE OF THE CREW. 

8. WE FEEL FAR MORE COMPETENT NOW TO MEET INCREASED NUMBER OF USN 
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VISITS GOE IS NOW AUTHORIZING. WE BELIEVE ARE NAVY AND PEOPLE OF 
ALEXANDRIA AWAIT NEXT VISIT WITH PREASURABLE ANTICIPATION. 

CHASE 
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